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Nurse mum was on duty when burnt son was wheeled in

EXCLUSIVE

By Tracey Bryce
trivycodsundaypost.com

AMY McCABE looked
on in horror as her own
son was wheeled into
the emerEency theatre
at Yorkhil

For the aunclary nuese onnight shift
at the Clasgow chikdren'’s bospital, it
felt ‘.xl:c;lb‘:e:idmm =

But mum-of-two Amy socn
realised she was Ining the rght.
mare.

While she was working,
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mend after
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her four-year-old son Ben

had been hit by a firework in

a freak acadent at a display

outside the family bome in
Cumnbermauld

Arodet misfinsd, hitting Fveryone was ke o chi
SRS .. [Fen peat asafe dis
bam in the seitng ™, tance, but one samehow shot
his shirt on fire and \ rightinto Berds jacket.
causing severe burns. | “Nobody could see whers
“It was horrific, the rocket had gone,” Amy
Armry 37, sid “Waech- saidd. “The next minute Ben
|

ing sick children

e started] screaming,
come in is hard

“Wecantunderstand b
enaugh, but there’s | iu-a;x;;ﬂ!m thefrwoek
no bigger shock | went mside bis coat and set
than when it's your | hisshurtongee”
own chid. Alan i Ben in wet

blankets unal an ambulance
amived.
N 2en's burns are look-
Ing batter every day.

Husband Alan, 29, 2
famnily and neighboars (’

had gathered 10 set off
soene fireworks,

Hut by the tirne he arnved a2 hos-
pital, the intense heat had burned
through his delacate shan.

He was rushed to theatre whese
doctors discovered third degree
burrs an ks neck, chest andbetune
s left ear.,

Surgeans pesformed seven skin
grafts to mend the damage.

Hen spent theve weeks in hospital,
after contracting MRSA — a com-
mon infection in bums vicams

When be was eventually allowed
home, be needed to be massaged
with creamns and bave dressings
changed four tmesa day

“We soon rezlised Ben was very
fortunate,” Amy, who isnowa dental
technican, recalled. “Thankfully the
burrs hadn’t affected his nspicatocy
systern.”

“His bums are looking better
every day”

The family had tremendous
support from charity the Scottish
Burmned Children’s Club, run volun-
tarily by firesfighter Mark Stevenson.

“The SBCC has allowed Ben to
spend Sme with other vicims, and
get abeeak from fecling ‘different’

“His confidence has improved
tenfold,” Armry said.

o) N Ben and Amy.

Now Ben, 6, has agreed to front the
charity’s campaign warmning of non-
offical firework displays.

SHOC isalso obbying the Scottish
Governmment to change the law sa
people woukl have to prove they've
completed a counse on using fire-
wucks safely before buying them.

Amy said: “Having fireworks
banned froen retailers altogethes
wuoald be deal, but regulating wha
can buy them is the next best thing,

“We'll never forget what hap-
pened — and never stop fighting to
prevent it happening to someone
else”




